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GALVESTON ISLAND BEACH REVUE CELEBRATES 100th YEARS WITH HISTORIC FUN IN THE VIRTUAL SUN
Galveston Island, Texas, July 14, 2020 – Galveston Historical Foundation (GHF) celebrates 100 years of the Galveston Island Beach Revue on Saturday, August, 1 from 2-4 p.m. in a special online event at www.galvestonhistory.org. Dubbed the “Pageant of Pulchritude” by C.E. Barfield, Galveston’s Bathing Beauties Contest began in the summer of 1920 and marked the kick-off for tourist season each year. Although traditionally held as an in-person festival that welcomes thousands annually, this year’s move to an online presence doesn’t hold back on the special events that have made it so well received. 
“We look forward to welcoming people to historic Seawall Boulevard each year for Galveston’s official kick-off to summer,” states Will Wright, Galveston Historical Foundation’s Chief Creative Officer. “Given the inability to host an in-person event this year, we’ve pulled out all the stops to curate a great afternoon of virtual Beach Revue fun.”
By 1928, the event, which had morphed into the “bathing girl revue” had become so popular, the Island’s population was said to have tripled during the event weekend. These Island pageants were the beginning of what we know today as the Miss Universe Pageant. The famed Galveston Bathing Beauties pageants ended in 1932 due in part to the Great Depression and were resurrected in 2009. Today’s event welcomes thousands of spectators to Galveston Island for a weekend of vintage 
SCHEDULED EVENTS
· Building the Perfect Cocktail with Daiquiri Time Out: Hot summer days go best with something to cool you off. Brad Stringer, owner of DTO Galveston, will go behind the bar for a look at our special Beach Revue cocktail, the Mary Pickford. This unique creation will also be available for order and pickup through Daiquiri Time Out. 

· Seawall Slideshow with Galveston Historical Foundation: Take a look at newly acquired images donated to the foundation of the 1920s Galveston Island Beach Revue. Never before shown by GHF, Historian Jami Durham will share the photos, stories, and history of the event.

· Vintage Clothing and Style with Dandy Wellington: Dandy’s signature panache and eye for detail have earned him features in The New York Times, Vogue Magazine, and various other outlets renowned for their taste and sophistication. His appreciation for the swinging big bands, elegant parties, and beautifully tailored clothing of the 1920s/30s, paired with his contemporary edge, make him a certifiable renaissance man and a true modern dandy. As a bonus, we’ll be selecting a “Best Vintage Dressed” award from our online audience. Tag yourself in your vintage best at #beachrevue for a chance to win a coveted Beach Revue sash!

· Performances by Matt Tolentino and Gin Minksy: Matt Tolentino is one of the leading performers dedicated to the music of the 1910s, '20s, and '30s. Matt continues to bring the music of yesterday to the audience of today, presented with respect and reverence, the way it should be. Gin Minsky has been known as NYC’s premiere tap and burlesque performer, event producer, and go-to gal for all things Jazz Age. By blending skill, creativity, technique, and charm, she has become known as one of the top tap and burlesque performers performing at notable venues including Carnegie Hall and more. 

· Classic Auto Group Virtual Vintage Car Show: Hot rods, rat rods, vintage trailers, and more are lining up to take part in the Galveston Island Beach 2020 car show. This online parade of cars will feature owner submitted shots of their entered vehicles with no models featured built before 1975.

· The World-Famous Bathing Beauties Contest: Always a crowd favorite, the main event is the Bathing Beauties Contest, where retro swimwear is chic, and vintage is king. Join this year’s contestants as they model vintage and vintage-inspired swimwear and accessories that echo the “good ol’ days” of Galveston’s summertime history, vying for cash prizes and top honors.
Presented by Tom’s Galveston Real Estate, this year’s event will be viewable online at www.galvestonhistory.org and www.beachrevue.com, as well as on the organization’s official Facebook accounts @GalvestonHistory and @BeachRevue. This program is offered free to the public, but GHF encourages visitors to consider a donation to the organization. 
ABOUT GALVESTON HISTORICAL FOUNDATION
Galveston Historical Foundation (GHF) merged with the Historical Society of Galveston, formed in 1871, to create a new non-profit entity in 1954 devoted to historic preservation and history in Galveston County. Over the last sixty years, GHF has expanded its mission to cover community redevelopment, historic preservation advocacy, maritime preservation, coastal resiliency, and stewardship of diverse historic properties. GHF embraces an inclusive and broader view of history and architecture that encompasses advancements in environmental and natural sciences. GHF recognizes the intersection of historic buildings and coastal life and conceives of history as an engaging story of individual lives and experiences on Galveston Island from the 19th century to the present day.
For more information, please contact Will Wright, Chief Creative Officer at 409-765-3424 or will.wright@galvestonhistory.org.
